Rose Planting

First choose the right spot for your rose.  The plant will need at least 6 hours of sunlight a day.  There should be plenty of air circulation available as the plant reaches its mature size.

Our local soil is mostly heavy clay.  Be ready to amend the soil for your rose. Prepare the planting hole at least 18” x 18”.  Increase this size if you have very heavy clay soil.  Create a soil mix of 1/3 good soil, 1/3 coarse sand or perlite, and 1/3 organic material such as compost or well-rotted manure.  Add 1/3 cup of bone meal or superphosphate to the hole and mix this into the soil well.

Carefully remove the rose from its original pot.  If the rose appears to have a well-developed root system, loosen the roots around the outside of the root ball.  Position the root ball so that the bud union (grafting point) is two inches below the soil level.  Back fill the hole with the prepared soil mix.  Water thoroughly.

If you have a rose bush that has not leafed out, mound soil over the entire plant until new growth begins to appear.  Gradually wash the soil away over the next week.

If you have purchased a well-developed plant, skip the previous step.

We recommend you have a soil test if you are planting many roses in your garden.  This can be done with home kits and through the UW Extension Offices in Madison.  POSSIBLE LINK.  Roses do best with a pH of 6.5-6.8.

