Problems

To avoid problems, choose varieties that are not prone to problems.  Keep your roses healthy from the beginning.  Roses, like us, do best when we are healthy.  Weaken the bush, and you will have more problems.

If you choose to use chemical sprays to help contain or prevent disease and insect problems, be sure to read and follow the directions for amounts, spray cycles and protection.  Remember, these are chemicals.  

1. Protect yourself with a good respirator system. 

2. Wear protective clothing.  

3. Dispose of unused spray appropriately.

4. Learn your level of tolerance for the problem.

5. Alternate spray products.  This helps break the infection cycle.

Diseases

Your roses may suffer from disease.  Two are common in our area:  powdery mildew and blackspot. Some varieties are more susceptible to these diseases than others.
Powdery mildew occurs during our warm days/cool nights.  [link to Baldo?] It will appear on new growth at the top of the rose, turning the foliage a powdery gray.  The area will begin to wrinkle and distort.  Soon the new growth will be unable to support good growth.  You can cut off the infected area hoping the weather conditions will change or you can spray with an appropriate fungicide that kills the spores or a suppressant that chokes off the necessary oxygen.

Blackspot is a fungal disease that starts from soil borne spores and works its way up the plant.  If unchecked, the bush will defoliate.  Once you see blackspot, [link?] your rose is infected and it may be too late to completely eliminate the problem.  It is best to be preventative.

1. Remove all dead or diseased leaves from the soil.

2. Remove the lowest leaves from your roses.  This prevents the spores from reaching the plant with infection.  8-10 inches for your largest roses should be sufficient.

3. Water at the soil level and try not to splash up into the bush.

4. Do an fungicide spray early in the season both the bush and soil.  Work up the soil and mulch and spray again.

Pests

Common pests in our area are ahpids, thrips, spider mites, and now Japanese Beetles.  Each is dependent upon particular weather conditions.  Each will compromise the healthy and beauty of your roses.  Again learn your tolerance for each of these pests.  You may be comfortable squishing, knocking off, or capturing these bugs.  You may want to bring in chemical sprays. Or perhaps you will be satisfied with introducing beneficial predators.  Learn what works best for you.

Aphids appear on the new growth of roses.  [link] They suck out the juices and sap.  Blooms will be smaller.  A major infestation will truly affect your roses.  Ladybugs and praying mantis will help control aphids.

Thrips burrow into the developing buds.  [link] The unseen bug will distort the bud and subsequently the bloom.

Spider mites appear at the base of the rose. [link]  They live on the underside of the leaves so are not always noticeable at first.  A strong water spraying on the underside of the leaves will help dislodge the spider mites and lessen the problem.  

Japanese Beetles are an increasing problem in our area. [link]  These new pests burrow into the new bloom and eat their way out.  You can knock the beetles off into a jar of soapy water and dispose of them.  But do not crush the beetle.  It will release a chemical that attracts more beetles to your garden. Some chemical products are showing reasonable control.

